'Leonard and Gertrude!
into children by good elementary education. If this
could only begin properly and go on properly, an en-
tirely new race would grow up, independent in character,
full of insight and cleverness. A people thus educated
would be able to hold its own against oppressors. But
elementary teachers were wanting who both could and
would educate in this way. There were no seminaries
or normal schools where such children could be educated.
Therefore, PSstalozzi said, ' f will put the education of
the people into the hands of the mothers. I will trans-
plant it from the school to the house.' But how can a
mother teach what she does not understand? Pestalozzi
tried to supply this want of knowledge and experience. A
mother who follows exactly the principles of his book
could educate her children as well as if she were the
possessor of all the sciences.
After the appearance of ' Leonard and Gertrude/
Pestalozzi spent seventeen more years in Neuhof, making
thirty years in all. He wrote several books and founded
a weekly paper calletl the ' Schweizer Blatt.' At one time
he joined the order of the Illuminati, but soon left them,
because he found that they could not be trusted to fulfil
their promises. But trfese were troubled times in
Europe. By the year 1798 the French Revolution had
produced serious results in Switzerland. An Helvetic
Republic had been formed, governed by five directors, one
of whom was Legrand, a friend of Pestalozzi's. He was
an old man of eighty, full of enthusiasm for the improve-
ment of the people, and he had been at one time a
friend and a co-operator of Oberlin. Pestalozzi attached
himself with eagerness to the new doctrines. He deter-
mined to be a schoolmaster, and was on the point of set-
ting up an establishment in Aargau; but on September
9,1798, Stanz, a town on the Lake of Lucerne, was burnt

